Coaching points for 2/3grade & 4/5grade
 This is the age where we begin to introduce more players on to the field, as well 
as goal keepers.  We will introduce a very basic concept of positions but most importantly we begin to 
transition over to an emphasis on passing and using a teammate.  Continued development on individual 
development and comfort with the ball at their feet is also very important.   
 
Coaching points for this age group:
* Rudimentary understanding of the Goalkeeper position 
* Very basic concept of offensive and defensive positions 
* Improved sportsmanship,  Being a good teammate ,IE being positive towards teammates if you get scored on, or score a goal,  Big praise for passing, and sharing the ball  
* Fun is ALWAYS most important 
* Teaching basic positioning 
* Teach that you are either an offensive player or a defensive player.  Keep it very basic 
* No one should play one position for an entire game let alone a whole season. 
* We want the kids to have freedom of movement at this age group 
* We want them to have the ability to be creative and explore their own movement on the field
* Formation and positioning on the field can slowly be introduced with more emphasis on Offense and Defense
and staying spread out so that we can pass to our teammates.
* Focus on spacing concepts, and offensive and defensive mentalities.   
* Please remind the players to not take the ball away from a teammate 
* Introduce how to get away from “bunch” ball or “swarm” ball 
At this level coaches can also teach:  
Know that our referees are will be working with the athletes on the field as best they can to help teach these concepts:
* Proper Kickoff and Restarts  
* Proper Throw in Technique (Both hands on the ball, Ball goes over the head and touches the back of the neck before throwing it, Ball comes in a straight arc over the head (Don’t twist as you throw) Both feet stay on the ground 
* Once the ball is thrown in, the person throwing it in cannot touch the ball until someone else from either team touches it first
* Goal kicks (Goal keeper or defender takes the kick)  
* Corner Kicks  
* Teach where you should line up either offensively or defensively  
* Offsides : For this age, we are going to explain the very basic concept of off sides, but it shouldn’t come into play very frequently in the games.  Referees will be watching mostly for players “Cherry picking” or playing on the offensive half of the field when the ball or no defensive players are there.
* While we will keep score, we will not be keeping standings, or having playoffs. 
*If play needs to be stopped by the referee for a foul, injury, heading the ball or hand ball) the referee will call a free kick to the opposing team or a drop ball (one player from each team stands on either side of referee. The referee than reminds the players to not play until the ball touches the ground) than it is a live ball.
